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îiy dear Colonel B^rrows: 

I hava „ust receivsd yo r Istter of January 23th, forwardei by 
ILax en Eovsn of General Ronanovsky 1 s staff, who has ;ust arrived in 
0^3k, I wa3 of course mue h interested in your news, as I had been 
unafcle to find anythin^ about the movements of our efficera or <.-3 to 
myselfy 

I -sas afriàd that I should be stranded in Cmsk for scue little 
time even if the ethers ^ot away and althcu^h i -.vant te w et home Z'-àt a 
as soon as possible for urgent personal business ressens, I realize 
that I ai- o more use here than pcssibly anyvrhere else. This work, 
hcv»ever, is 30 familier to es* this is the fifth révolution I hâve 
watched in the pains of birth, that I mu3t confees it b^.3 lest lia 
charm cf novelty. * 

I have not attempted to write y ou anytnin^ concerni:;^ the situat- 
ion in Omak as I have felt that conditions here were 30 fluid that 
what I wrote wculd be valueless when received by ycu. Lieutenant 
Cushin-t, is preparin^ a sort of weekly report which he will 8 end in 
in bis own name and which will suffice for us both for the présent, 
ky t6le_ram3 have been rerhaps more nuuercus than ycu desired <^nd s eue 
of the subie et 3 msnticr.ed l. a y net inte.est our expeùiticn in the least. 
-This I was a?:ere cf when sendin^ thés but I felt it oetter te err 

on the sida cf fullness than the ether way^ I am strictly 0beym o my 
orders te keop eut of local affairs and avoid ^ivxn^ advice, eut I mi_3t 
say it is ver y hard net te jusapin and mana^e this &overnment ent^rely. 

The prcilema which the Gmsk Government h as to fa e are net at dl 
intrinsically différent from tho3e which prevail in every mevement of 
the ki rd kncwn to histery, but the iesettin* problec* in this instance 
is that Admirai Kolchai ha3 to work with the Lut -riais cvallaoie for 
his purpeses, namely the Rus si an people of teday, who are so thcrcu^hly 
àiecroanized and lifeless as a resuit of the last three ye*rs, that 
that they are un se le even to think for thsmselves far less to ^evern 
ther..selve3. 

In the first place, the coup of Admirai Koichak's friends whereby 
he ssumed the ro]e of Suprême Gcvernor ras absolutely necessary if the 
Tîhcle cf Siberia ".vas net to fall ripe into the h and s of the Foisheviba. 
That visienary set cf imyractical theorists with v.-hom 1 spent an e enij; 
in a railroad car at a Liench. rian station- :<le3srs A k3entieff and coii-pa 
any- v.ere far -.vorse than eut and out anarchists, for they vvere ;veak 
dreamers v.ho could not even mair.tain the ordinary police security r.ec- 
essary to 3 i f e in any commun! ty. Crime -.vas rife in the streets of ûmsk 
murders and hold ups 7,-ere of ni^htly occurrence in thi3 city on the i.. as. 
stroets snd the Eolshevik city ^cverniuents throu^hout Siberia sers run- 
nin^ th'iu^s their own way j ust as they are in Vladivostok toduy. 

It is of course difficult to le w aiize AcL.ir«l Koichak's position, 
in fset it is imposai oie, for «hile it wa3 done u-y the deerc-e cf the 
so called verjCe.it of the th..e, it .vas sii..ply a coup ù'exat. Hi8 
status hov.-ever is C3 r ;ccd accord in t . to Russian lu;* as that cf any of ib 
re clutienary O ove rnment 3 which preceded him. 

In the oe^ir.nin^ and of necessity his ects for the restoratiou of 
crdsr .vere autocratie; he depended on the support of the y aria the 
cf fie ers ecpecially, and he put devm local disc-der with. a h^^h hand. 



/"ver since then hcsever, he has shcwn hic. self in so far as hs 
cculd sefely do so, :uore and L.ore libéral, ecnd 1 have no hésitation ia 
3 21 in g that I firuly believe that his o;vn ccinicns end fru^e of uir.d 
are far Kore libéral than the outside world" fa ive3 him créait for. Ee 
ia unfcrtunate in this that he bas had te dp end upon the mailed fiet " 
to n.aintain hxs position and to keep his gevem^eat fro^ bein^ everricr. 
by the Bolshevik éléments which are* nucerous in evexy city in Siberia. 

It is p-rcbably unwise to say this loudly in the United- States eut 
the Bolshevik iuoveu.ent is and has Leen 3ince its oe^inn^ ^uided and 
contro]led by Rus3ian Jews of the ^reasiest type, 7,-ho hâve oeen in the 
United States and there absorbeà everv one of the v.xrst phases of Cur 
civilisation «rithout havin & the least understandin^ cf *hat we really 
i^ean by liberty î I do not ce an the use of the vvord liber ty which has 
been so wiàespread in the United States since the war begun, but the 
real «ord apelt the sa.o vray ) , and the real Rus si an réalises th^s and 
suspects that /j..ericans think as do the loathscn.3 spcciu.ens ïï-th «heu 
he ncv. ccc.es in contact. I have heard ail aorta of ôstiuutes as to 
the real proportion cf Bolsheviks te that of the population of SUcri*. 
and I think the n.ast accurete is that of General Ivanov-Rinov «ho «s- 
tiLaîes it as tvvo rer cent. There is hardiy a ceasant this aide of 
the Ursls whc has the sli t) htest interest in the* Bolshevik or his do- 
in^s except in so far as it concerna the loss cf his c«n preuerty and, 
in faot, his point of vie» is ver/ ïiueh like that of our own respectais 
farmors, «bon confronted with the- ITT idéal. 

unfortuiiately, a few of our people in the' United States, espec- 
'ially those v.ith good lun fa s, seau, to think that the Bolsheviks are an 
desorvin^ of a hearing as ôny real political party ïvith us. This ia 
7/hat the Russian cannot undertssnd and x ii.ua t say that without bein* 
thou^ht one sided, I shonld not hesitate to shoot without trial if i 
had the po;ver an-y persons who adu.it ted fer one uou.ent that they v.ere 
Bolsheviks. I would i st as soon see a u.ad do^ runnin* awout a lot of 
children. 

You si 11 think i a;:, het about this u.atter but it is i fsci sure, 
one which is going to brin,, 0 reat trouble on the United St*te3 .vhen 
the Tud f ;i,ent of history 3 ail ce recorded on the cart we hâve claj »d 
It is very largely our fault that Bciaheviaw has spread aa it has and 
I de not believe ,ve will ce found guiltless of the t bous and s of lïvea 
U3elessly and cruelly sacrificed in wild orgies of alooùshed to eet«b- 
lish an* autocratie and deaoot ic rule of principles which have ..een 
re;ected by every génération of ..ankind which has da^ied with theu.. 

There have ~een ti^ss dur in.- the rast cent h whe'n I ha/e aeen 
afreid that the Kclchak gc vernirent «culd non li.st until the neut i-orna 
1 have hsd I suppose, the classât connection witb the leaiira here of 
ar.y foreigrier in Qusk and u.y sources cf information are se iaany and 
30 yaried that I a u pretty sure to hear the différent points cf view 
on every imaginable V^sticn. The anncuncei..erit of the Princes' Island 
conférence with î-olsehviks csj..e as a clau of thunder to the geverra-ent, 
in fact it so took the v?inù out cf their saiDa, that 1 ^eiievj they wol | 
Vïould have thro.vn up the ^ovcrru..ent and run av;cy if it had not ,oca for j 
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tiiuely end cool headed advice which they received. When the news co- 
caïne tore widely known there was a fairly strcn^ reactionary coveaent 
started by Coasack officers and adhérents cf the old .e^iite. Thia 
was disccvered a^d alicrved to die a naturai death with ver;, -.cod rés- 
ulta, ïïith the failure cf the -©rinces Island conférence, the govèra- 
i»ent be^an te h et back a little cf the atrea^th it h ai lest and teday 
I believe it vàll hold on fer seue ti.ue, provided xl dce3 not ,^et aaotfe 
3eries cf hard knocks fro^ the Allies or the United S;ate3. 

The very élever and r.,cst unscrupulous Japanese prepa^anda vvh^ch 
has ceen carried en here is one of the r..cst inte eeting I have ever 
3een ce ried out by that ecuntry. The »7<sy the Japanese took over 
Korea and 7/3 i»ade a scrap cf p&p.er of cur aclecn treaty aritk that poor 
little misérable pécule r;us chiid»3 play to the présent u-ethous cf 
procédure in regard to Ksx Siberia. Admirai Koiehak hetea the Jap^iese 
the i&tter naturally are not un a* are of that feelin^ and cordially recj, 
rocate it aaâ the ccubinaticri of their propa^anda vàth that of the 
Bclsheviks in the United States s.id else.ïherc is very povrerful^ 1 Coa 
understand ho.»- peopie /.ho *.noTî ncthin 0 of cur forei^n relations or of 
the Eus si an i.eople" can ce carried off their feet oy it eut hcw respon- 
sable n,en can listen to it 1 do not know. 1 f the feelia„3 of the Rua- 
sion peoplw are te "ce consultai and the future cf their cwr. co.atry ia 
te le in their h and 3 there vili "ce no Bolshevik future for this laad. 
They heve suc-citted to it first, frec the very ^cod reasoa that they di 
net knev hovv to £,o abeut fi^htin^ it and second, be cause it ca»~e at the 
psychologie al moment v,hen the uorale of the pécule h&d boen so ahaken 
thot they -«ers reaiy to endure anythin 4 =; in order to be yllcv.ed te be 
let alone. 

The schéma nov bein^ »orked out for a pcpular &3sei-i;ly for ail 
ports of Siberia ;Vill, I «a sure, b; of service and sven if only part il 
ly succe^sful- und I do not s = e at présent hovv it can be ucre-v.-iil do 
E.uch tov/ards provin_, the sincarity of Kolchok in his promises. 

Please do not get the idea that I ai» enthusiast iealiy in fa ver of 
the présent ^o verru-ent , that 1 eonsider it ideai or aven &ood, for it 5 
net; but I do consider that it has alrecdy united i_ore va.^eà anu uore 
nuueroas éléments of the Russica -copie thaa cny oth.x ^.oveinuont -.vh-ch 
ki-Jut take its. plcce v/culd do. The question of the u^cut is not an id 
idéal ^;o verra». eut but one that wili last for the nexi f e* A-eeks and «ili 
re&tore order enou^h so that <*ny élections rcay have a fair chance of ue 
in w carried eut withuut force and iraud and ^raft. 

Personally, I au fairly confortable here; Cu3hin_ end i have each 
a rooi" reiuisitioned by the ^overriu-ont and it .vill ce ùupOoSic^e to 
corry eut the recouu^endations uade by the idjutai'it ia a rc-oent tele^rto. 
bec eue e there are no rocn.3 to be h ad and ;ve have h ad app icatic-ns fez 
t«o u.cnths ulreody. î.'ith kind regards te ail friend3, 

I a^, Verj' sine ère ly y ours, 

It Col. Ea ro - .vs , 
Vladivostok. 




